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tion in the Winter Palace, The quid pro quo
was magnificent, and in addition to it the Russian
had to pay Lord-----what he had lost to Raymond
Seilliere at bezique and to the canny Viscount at
whist. Altogether a considerable hole was made
in his large fortune. But he did not begrudge a
copeck of what he had spent, for had not the great
White Tsar said " Good-morning, Mr. O.," and
placed his delicate hand in the sinewy paw of the
Petersburg tradesman ?
When the Grand Duchess Marie arrived in
England after her marriage to the Duke of Edin-
burgh she amazed our Court circle by claiming
precedence over the Princess of Wales. As the
Tsar's daughter much was forgiven her, but her
hope of "going in** before the future Queen
Alexandra was not realised. One day, when the
Grand Duchess Marie was a little girl, the Tsar
was talking to a Rrench lady in the Winter Palace*
In the midst of their conversation the violent
screams of a child, evidently in a fit of anger,
were heard, drowning the Emperor's voice. BQs
Majesty kept his temper for some time, and tfam,
suddenly begging the lady to excuse him fear a
moment, rushed into the next room, seized the
naughty girl (who was still screaming), aad gave
her a sound slapping in, the conventional parental
manner. The next minute, as if overwheimed by
what he had done, the fond father fell on his
knees, humbly begging the little termagant to
forgive him 1 Everybody knows that both King
Edward and the Duke of Edinburgh were, like